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“The Jew is no German. If you say that the
o Jew is born in Germany...nas obeyed German
laws, has had to become a soldier—has

fulfilled all his duties, has paid his taxes
too, then all that is not decisive for

= t nationality, but only the race out of which

he was born is decisive.”

Hermann Ahlwardt, Speech to Reichstag, 1895
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ComPEtition in early 1930s. CL:Leo Baeck Institute. NY (LBI/NY)

The aftermath of World War | created a
threatening political atmosphere for German
Jewry. Economic depression, radical nationalism,
street violence, fear of Communism and
dissatisfaction with democracy drove many
Germans towards fiercely antisemitic attitudes.
Hostility mounted dangerously throughout the
late 1920s.
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By 1933, German Jews were largely urban,
middle class, prosperous in business, and well
represented in the professions (especially
medicine and law). They were culturally - SN P ARk 'Eav e N
integrated but represented less than 1 percent NN @ N R R W A
of the total population. € = L TGS TS, -

5 LR 8P IN 1933, FEWER THAN 600,000 JEWS LIVED IN GERMANY: 20 PERCENT

were immigrants from Eastern Europe and 80 percent were
_ German citizens. Many were descendants of Jews who had been
n. & | settled in Germany for nearly 2,000 years. They were socially
Albert Einstein and Sir Herbert Samuel, British High . . . . .
e E eVl integrated and participated in German intellectual, cultural,

This was in stark contrast to Eastern economic, and political life. Nevertheless, they were seldom

European Jews who were often poor, rural, fully accepted as social equals in German society.
socially isolated, religiously traditional and

represented a much larger percentage of the “There is great distress in German Jewry...New distress has overtaken us. Jewish people are torn

total population away from their work; the sense and basis of their lives have been destroyed.”" Central Vereins Zeitung
: April 21, 1933
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German-Jewish sports camp at Haus Berta near Fran -
am Main in mid-1930s. CL:LBUNY

ISBN 0-543058-31-7 [ISBN 0-543058-34-1]

3 ©2004-Revised Ed‘rtiun& Simon Wiesenthal Center

ANV Tasantiial caen



